
Bar Coded Medication Bar Coded Medication 
AdministrationAdministration

Jeff Schou, Sr. Director
Global Healthcare Solutions

Symbol Technologies



© CSOHIMSS 2006   |    Slide 2 Title of PresentationOctober 2006



© CSOHIMSS 2006   |    Slide 3 Title of PresentationOctober 2006



© CSOHIMSS 2006   |    Slide 4 Title of PresentationOctober 2006



© CSOHIMSS 2006   |    Slide 5 Title of PresentationOctober 2006

1993 1993 -- Veterans Administration Veterans Administration 
Rolls Out BCMARolls Out BCMA

“A study of the Colmery-O'Neil Veterans' Administration 
Medical Center revealed that implementation at its Topeka, 
Kansas facility resulted in a 64 percent reduction in the 
medication error rate between 1993 and 1999.” “By 2001, errors 
were down by 86 percent from the base year of 1993.”

Colmery-O'Neil
VA Medical Center
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Bar-Code Symbologies in Healthcare

RSS-14Code 128Code 39

RSS-14 StackedPDF417 RSS Composite

AztecSnowflake Data Matrix
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BarBar--Coding and Medication Coding and Medication 
AdministrationAdministration

“The 5 RIGHTS”

Identify the RIGHT Patient
Confirm the RIGHT Medication

Confirm the RIGHT Dosage
Confirm the RIGHT Route

And the RIGHT Time

Benefits:
Reduced errors
Reduced costs associated with errors
More rapid and accurate documentation
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Medication ExamplesMedication Examples
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Implementation ModesImplementation Modes
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Implementation ModesImplementation Modes



© CSOHIMSS 2006   |    Slide 12 Title of PresentationOctober 2006

Implementation IssuesImplementation Issues

Wireless LAN
1D or 2D?
Nursing Acceptance
Packaging of Bulk Purchased Medications
RFID for Medication Administration? Fuhgeddaboutit!
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Some Clinical I.T. Vendors with Some Clinical I.T. Vendors with 
Medication Administration SystemsMedication Administration Systems
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WhatWhat’’s Next?  The Smart Pumps Next?  The Smart Pump
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22 Mobile Hospital Applications

Positive Patient ID
Medication Administration 

Laboratory Specimen Collection
Review of lab results 

Near/Bedside Patient Testing
Infusion/Syringe Pump Programming

Pharmacy orders by doctors 
Review of pharmaceutical profiles

Taking vital signs
Breast Milk Tracking

Nursing Orders

Nurse Call
Wireless VoIP Communications

Charge capture by doctors and nurses
Transfusion Verification 

Dietary
Supply Management

Medical Record Tracking
X-ray tracking 
Asset Tracking

Patient Tracking
BioMedical Engineering



Questions?

Contact Information:
Jeff Schou
jeff.schou@symbol.com


